
1 Year 
Ago

End of 
Year

Last 
Month

Current 
Month

Aug-09 Oct-14 Dec-14 Sep-15

- - -

Category 1
Aug-09 Oct-14 Dec-14 Sep-15 Oct-15 Oct-15 Oct-15 Oct-15 Oct-15

Pretrial Detainees (By Highest Charge)

District Courts ‐ Other than State Jail Felonies 4,549 4,584 4,930 4,885 7% 7% ‐1%

District Courts ‐ State Jail Felonies 1,059 1,055 1,329 1,233 16% 17% ‐7%

County Courts 464 412 512 503 8% 22% ‐2%

Other Harris Co Court detainees (eg: JP, Family, Civil) 64 47 56 59 ‐8% 26% 5%

Pretrial Detainees 6,151 6,136 6,098 6,827 6,680 9% 9% 10% ‐2%

% of total in Custody 54% 70% 72% 76% 75%

Probationers (no pending charges):

District Courts 855 332 287 341 423 27% 47% 24%

County Courts 55 22 21 25 21 ‐5% 0% ‐16%

Probationers 919 354 308 366 444 ‐52% 25% 44% 21%

% of total in Custody 8% 4% 4% 4% 5%

Prisoners Serving County Time: Post-Adjudication

Sentenced in County Courts 442 363 336 341 ‐23% ‐6% 1%

Sentenced in District Courts ‐ State Jail Felons 12.44A 1318 2 333 284 138 137 ‐59% ‐52% ‐1%

Sentenced in District Courts ‐ Other 289 249 242 250 ‐13% 0% 3%

Sentenced in JP Courts 14 11 18 23 64% 109% 28%

Prisoners Serving County Time: Post-Adjudication 2,919 1,078 907 734 751 ‐74% ‐30% ‐17% 2%

% of total in Custody 26% 12% 11% 8% 8%

Sentenced to TDC/State Jail: Post-Adjudication

Sentenced to TDC 510 488 427 420 ‐18% ‐14% ‐2%

Sentenced to State Jail 135 117 116 124 ‐8% 6% 7%

Pending Appeals 151 146 111 88 ‐42% ‐40% ‐21%

Sentenced to TDC/State Jail: Post-Adjudication 632 796 751 654 632 0% ‐21% ‐16% ‐3%

% of total in Custody 6% 9% 9% 7% 7%

Others:

Board of Pardons & Paroles (BOPP) 542 264 183 297 305 16% 67% 3%

Witnesses 71 44 44 35 39 ‐11% ‐11% 11%

Non‐Harris County Prisoners 99 46 53 28 17 ‐63% ‐68% ‐39%

Others 674 354 280 360 361 ‐46% 2% 29% 0%

% of total in Custody 6% 4% 3% 4% 4%

3Received, Uncategorized in JIMS 62 95 94 92

% of total in Custody 0.0% 0.7% 1.1% 1.0% 1.0%

Total in Harris County Sheriff's Custody 11,295    8,780       8,439       9,035       8,960       ‐21% 2% 6% ‐1%
3Average in Inmate Processing Center (IPC) 354          304          258          397          368          4% 21% 43% ‐7%

Total Housed in Harris County Jail 10,941    8,476       8,181       8,638       8,592       ‐21% 1% 5% ‐1%

Total Awaiting Transfer to TDCJ-ID (Paper-Ready) 461 506 486 424 417 ‐10% ‐18% ‐14% ‐2%

% of total in Custody 4% 6% 6% 5% 5%

2  Value taken directly from August 2009 report.
3  IPC Includes those in intake and receiving.

Comparison of Daily Average Jail Population

1st Mtg 
of 

Council

 1  The inmate Category Definitions for this report were changed effective January 2011. Data for August 2009  has 

been reallocated to fit the new categories. 

Percent ChangeInmates



Note: Fluctuation in the jail population as reported here is influenced by a variety of factors such as the number of cases filed, the number of people who 
are released on bond, the length of time to complete a case, holds placed on Harris County inmates by other jurisdictions, length of sentences handed 
down, the effect of early release programs, parole board processing of cases, and the list goes on.  The changes observed in the jail population categories 
from month to month are impacted by any number of these factors and cannot be attributed to a single cause and effect. 

 
Note: Effective Housing Capacity is equivalent to 93% of the total number of beds available. At any given time, approximately seven percent of beds are 
unavailable due to classification issues, repairs, construction, etc. thus preventing 100% utilization of all beds in the facility. The Texas Commission on Jail 
Standards (TCJS) has approved the use of 580 variance beds in the Harris County Jail.  When this additional capacity is added to the design capacity, the 
total number of beds rises to 10,014, but 7% (701 beds) must be subtracted from this number to determine the effective housing capacity which is 9,313. 
(The number of variance beds is subject to periodic review by TCJS.) 

 
 

 

Observations 
 
For the month of October 2015, the average daily jail population housed declined to 8,592, a net reduction of 46 
persons from the previous month which can be attributed to fewer pretrial felony detainees and post-
adjudicated TDC/state jail prisoners. The decline was offset by an increased number of probationers and county 
prisoners.  
 
The average daily jail population housed is down 21% from the first meeting of the Council in September 2009 
when the population totaled 10,941 inmates, which was 16% over design capacity and 7% over TCJS approved 
capacity.  Including approved variance beds, the average daily jail population housed of 8,592 was 7.7% below 
the effective housing capacity. Without the use of variance beds, average daily jail population housed was 2.1% 
below effective housing capacity.  
 
Pretrial detainees represent 75% (6,680 persons) of the total jail population, down 147 persons from the 
previous month, but remains up 10% (582 persons) from December 2014. The District Court state jail felony 
detainee population declined 96 persons from the previous month but remains up 17% (178 persons) from 
December 2014. The County Court pretrial detainee population declined 9 persons from last month and is up 
22% (91 persons) from December 2014. 
 
The number of probationers with no pending charges increased by 78 persons from last month, and is up 27% 
from one year ago. 
 
Post-adjudicated County prisoners represent 8% of the total jail population, up 17 persons from last month, but 
declined 30% (327 persons) from September 2014. 632 persons or 7% of the total population are post-
adjudicated prisoners sentenced to TDC or state jail, down 21% (164 persons) from one year ago.    
 
The number of parole violators increased slightly from last month, and is up 16% from one year ago.  
 
The number of inmates awaiting transfer to TDCJ-ID (i.e. Paper Ready) averaged 417, down 18% from one year 
ago. 
 
During the month of October, 27% (2,304 persons) of the average daily jail population housed had a mental 
health history (previously diagnosed or prescribed psychotropic medication).  886 of these 2,304 had either self-
identified as being homeless or had received homeless services in the community prior to incarceration. An 
additional 13% (1,077 persons) of the average daily jail population housed met the same homeless criteria. 
 



Aug-09 Oct-14 Sep-15

- - -
Month/Year Aug-09 Oct-14 Sep-15 Oct-15 Oct-15 Oct-15 Oct-15

Total in HCSO custody 11,295      8,780      9,035        8,960      -21% 2% -1%
Less IPC1daily average 354           304         397           368         4% 21% -7%

Total Housed by HCSO 10,941      8,476      8,638        8,592      -21% 1% -1%
Harris County Jail Facilities Total Design Capacity 9,434        9,434      9,434        9,434      

Total over/(under) design capacity 1,507        (958)        (796)          (842)        

Percent over/(under) design capacity 16% -10% -8% -9%

Harris County Jail Facilities Total Design Capacity 9,434        9,434      9,434        9,434      9,434      

TCJS Approved Variance Beds3 1,612        680         580           580         -          

Harris County Jail Total Capacity approved by TCJS 11,046      10,114    10,014      10,014    9,434      

less 7% (773)          (708)        (701)          (701)        (660)        

Effective Housing Capacity (93%)2 10,273      9,406      9,313        9,313      8,774      

Total Housed by HCSO 10,941      8,476      8,638        8,592      8,592      
Total over/(under) Effective Housing Capacity 668           (930)        (675)          (721)        (182)        

Percent over/(under) Effective Housing Capacity 7% -10% -7% -7.7% -2.1%

3 As of November 6, 2014 the number of approved variance beds was reduced from 680 to 580 beds.

Comparison of Daily Average Jail Population vs.  Facility Capacity

1st mtg of 
Council

1 Year Ago Last Month
Current 
Month

without variance beds

1 IPC Includes those in intake and receiving.

2 Effective Housing Capacity is equivalent to 93% of the total number of beds available. At any given time, seven percent of beds are unavailable due to 
classification issues, repairs, construction, etc. thus preventing 100% utilization of all beds in the facility. 
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Pretrial Detainees
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No Mental Health
History and
No Homeless
Designation;
5,430; 60%

In Custody Receiving
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History, Homeless;

1,123; 12%

Mental Health History
and Homeless;
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Designation;
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Total Average Daily
Population
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8,960
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Total Average Daily
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8,960
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Total Inmates Serving County Time 1293 1155 1010 956 1009 960 1027 1081 1054 1034 1028 1016 1078 1041 907 828 853 782 784 795 773 766 715 734 751

District Courts ‐ Other 345 322 283 249 256 258 263 320 265 273 279 278 289 278 249 236 231 234 221 222 231 239 236 242 250

District Courts ‐ State Jail Felons 418 336 282 273 299 296 317 310 316 292 304 310 333 319 284 248 226 172 179 199 175 163 146 138 137

Sentenced in County Courts 512 483 432 419 435 388 428 436 456 454 430 415 442 431 363 332 382 363 375 361 352 348 315 336 341

Sentenced in JP Courts 18 14 13 15 19 18 19 15 17 15 15 13 14 13 11 12 14 13 9 13 15 16 18 18 23

Post Adjudicated ‐ Serving County Time
Sentenced in JP Courts Sentenced in County Courts District Courts ‐ State Jail Felons District Courts ‐ Other

Oct-13 to Oct-15: -42% 
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Oct-13 to Oct-15: -29% 
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State Jail Felons
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Daily Averages

Date Jan-12 Feb-12 Mar-12 Apr-12 May-12 Jun-12 Jul-12 Aug-12 Sep-12 Oct-12 Nov-12 Dec-12 Jan-13 Feb-13 Mar-13 Apr-13 May-13 Jun-13 Jul-13 Aug-13 Sep-13 Oct-13 Nov-13 Dec-13

Pre-Trial Detainees (By Highest Charge)

District Courts ‐ Other than State Jail Felonies 4325 4275 4164 4232 4297 4283 4270 4234 4252 4181 4172 4182 4390 4426 4274 4264 4280 4382 4467 4401 4385 4328 4236 4244

District Courts ‐ State Jail Felonies 849 872 861 870 895 942 909 922 946 918 932 904 909 922 948 966 1,031 1,003 987 986 1001 977 972 964

County Courts 513 483 484 559 543 573 575 568 582 551 523 542 577 537 520 544 595 556 590 574 577 546 519 509

Other Harris Co Court detainees (eg: JP, Family, Civil) 70 81 80 74 56 63 63 81 84 89 80 73 76 87 96 83 83 79 76 76 82 88 86 73
Pre-Trial Detainees 5757 5711 5589 5735 5791 5861 5817 5805 5864 5739 5707 5701 5952 5972 5838 5857 5989 6020 6120 6037 6045 5939 5813 5790

% of total in Custody 65% 64% 63% 64% 64% 64% 65% 64% 65% 65% 65% 66% 67% 66% 66% 65% 65% 64% 65% 64% 63% 64% 65% 67%

Probationers (no pending charges):

District Courts 640 656 659 649 655 673 664 677 659 630 635 647 612 611 582 590 548 569 563 613 559 562 538 502

County Courts 44 45 51 56 53 53 56 59 56 58 59 52 47 46 45 41 43 50 48 43 39 39 34 31
Probationers 684 701 710 705 708 726 720 736 715 688 694 699 659 657 627 631 591 619 611 656 598 601 572 533

% of total in Custody 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 7% 7% 7% 7% 6% 7% 6% 7% 6% 6% 6% 6%

Post-Adjudication:

Prisoners Serving County Time: Post‐Adjudication

Sentenced in County Courts 548 582 578 598 627 616 603 648 634 623 606 556 560 597 551 523 574 602 560 576 579 512 483 432

Sentenced in District Courts ‐ State Jail Felons 12.44A 320 324 337 361 380 365 342 367 378 385 371 353 349 392 436 501 558 577 512 503 501 418 336 282

Sentenced in District Courts ‐ Other 317 314 319 316 327 347 329 315 306 343 338 315 295 302 319 325 313 329 341 339 347 345 322 283

Sentenced in JP Courts 13 15 16 14 15 15 15 17 17 15 13 12 17 18 19 16 20 18 19 22 22 18 14 13

Prisoners Serving County Time: Post‐Adjudication 1198 1235 1250 1289 1349 1343 1289 1347 1335 1366 1328 1236 1221 1309 1325 1365 1465 1526 1432 1440 1449 1293 1155 1010
% of total in Custody 14% 14% 14% 14% 15% 15% 14% 15% 15% 15% 15% 14% 14% 14% 15% 15% 16% 16% 15% 15% 15% 14% 13% 12%

Prisoners Awaiting Transport: Post Ajudication

Sentenced to TDC 494 549 534 435 462 447 439 438 435 418 379 384 370 409 410 408 440 469 496 507 563 635 616 623

Sentenced to State Jail 130 141 127 134 122 145 143 129 132 136 121 119 128 134 140 143 134 121 100 113 121 119 140 120

Appeals 155 160 168 169 168 158 158 154 149 136 121 123 118 123 132 134 144 142 136 133 139 139 142 141

Prisoners Awaiting Transport: Post Ajudication 779 850 829 738 752 750 740 721 716 690 621 626 616 666 682 685 718 732 732 753 823 893 898 884

% of total in Custody 9% 9% 9% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 7% 7% 7% 7% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 9% 10% 10% 10%

Others:

BOPP 332 348 338 328 330 318 281 274 261 241 249 237 258 281 275 277 291 295 343 369 457 373 309 292

Witnesses 39 40 39 33 34 34 33 33 38 34 33 32 28 36 30 25 29 27 30 33 40 53 54 49

Non‐Harris County Prisoners 50 53 48 52 51 56 46 55 53 63 50 50 41 62 48 55 54 60 53 52 56 56 47 42
Others 421 441 425 413 415 408 360 362 352 338 332 319 327 379 353 357 374 382 426 454 553 482 410 383

% of total in Custody 5% 5% 5% 5% 5% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 5% 5% 6% 5% 5% 4%

Received, Uncategorized in JIMS 8 10 2 35 47 40 51 62 58 68 62 52 57 77 75 49 36 65 85 64 95 133 101 60
% of total in Custody 0.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.4% 0.5% 0.4% 0.6% 0.7% 0.6% 0.8% 0.7% 0.6% 0.6% 0.8% 0.8% 0.5% 0.4% 0.7% 0.9% 0.7% 1.0% 1.4% 1.1% 0.7%

Total in Harris County Sheriff's Custody 8847 8948 8805 8915 9062 9128 8977 9033 9040 8889 8744 8633 8832 9060 8900 8944 9173 9344 9406 9404 9563 9341 8949 8660
1 Average in Inmate Processing Center (IPC)(RCV Count) 186 191 202 219 263 245 249 260 269 268 248 233 256 303 288 277 292 280 272 276 301 317 291 243
Total Housed in Harris County Jail 8661 8757 8603 8696 8799 8883 8728 8773 8771 8621 8496 8400 8576 8757 8612 8667 8881 9064 9134 9128 9262 9024 8658 8417

Harris County Jail Capacity 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434
Total Awaiting Transfer to TDCJ-ID (Paper-Ready) 473 513 442 283 322 289 287 304 317 318 285 242 265 295 297 291 297 328 398 432 497 654 634 627

% of total in Custody 5% 6% 5% 3% 4% 3% 3% 3% 4% 4% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 4% 4% 5% 5% 7% 7% 7%

1 IPC Includes those in intake and receiving.

2012 2013



Daily Averages

Date

Pre-Trial Detainees (By Highest Charge)

District Courts ‐ Other than State Jail Felonies

District Courts ‐ State Jail Felonies

County Courts

Other Harris Co Court detainees (eg: JP, Family, Civil)

Pre-Trial Detainees

% of total in Custody

Probationers (no pending charges):

District Courts

County Courts

Probationers

% of total in Custody

Post-Adjudication:

Prisoners Serving County Time: Post‐Adjudication

Sentenced in County Courts

Sentenced in District Courts ‐ State Jail Felons 12.44A

Sentenced in District Courts ‐ Other

Sentenced in JP Courts

Prisoners Serving County Time: Post‐Adjudication
% of total in Custody

Prisoners Awaiting Transport: Post Ajudication

Sentenced to TDC

Sentenced to State Jail

Appeals

Prisoners Awaiting Transport: Post Ajudication

% of total in Custody

Others:

BOPP

Witnesses

Non‐Harris County Prisoners

Others

% of total in Custody

Received, Uncategorized in JIMS

% of total in Custody

Total in Harris County Sheriff's Custody
1 Average in Inmate Processing Center (IPC)(RCV Count)

Total Housed in Harris County Jail

Harris County Jail Capacity

Total Awaiting Transfer to TDCJ-ID (Paper-Ready)

% of total in Custody

1 IPC Includes those in intake and receiving.

Oct‐14 Oct‐15

Jan-14 Feb-14 Mar-14 Apr-14 May-14 Jun-14 Jul-14 Aug-14 Sep-14 Oct-14 Nov-14 Dec-14 Jan-15 Feb-15 Mar-15 Apr-15 May-15 Jun-15 Jul-15 Aug-15 Sep-15 Oct-15 % #

 

4297 4295 4,246 4,310 4,365 4,452 4,486 4,515 4,543 4,549 4,565 4,584 4,689 4652 4582 4731 4753 4879 4946 4925 4930 4885 336      

1,019 991 973 1,023 1,082 1,094 1,042 1,022 1,057 1,059 1,087 1,055 1,112 1187 1286 1377 1410 1492 1485 1425 1329 1233 174      

554 503 516 530 469 464 473 458 445 464 452 412 438 418 422 483 453 461 505 497 512 503 39        

69 62 60 57 61 59 55 57 64 64 54 47 45 52 52 45 52 51 53 56 56 59 (5)         

5939 5851 5795 5920 5977 6069 6056 6052 6109 6136 6158 6098 6284 6309 6342 6636 6668 6883 6989 6902 6827 6680 9% 544      

69% 67% 68% 68% 68% 68% 69% 70% 70% 70% 71% 72% 74% 72% 73% 75% 74% 75% 75% 76% 76% 75%

       

       

466 454 478 452 438 427 416 403 354 332 298 287 286 318 308 304 336 354 332 324 341 423 91        

31 33 37 46 47 46 40 40 33 22 26 21 30 29 24 26 23 23 23 22 25 21 (1)         

497 487 515 498 485 473 456 443 387 354 324 308 316 347 332 330 359 377 355 346 366 444 25% 90        

6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 5% 5% 5% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 5%

       

       

       

419 435 388 428 436 456 454 430 415 442 431 363 332 382 363 375 361 352 348 315 336 341 (101)    

273 299 296 317 310 316 292 304 310 333 319 284 248 226 172 179 199 175 163 146 138 137 (196)    

249 256 258 263 320 265 273 279 278 289 278 249 236 231 234 221 222 231 239 236 242 250 (39)       

15 19 18 19 15 17 15 15 13 14 13 11 12 14 13 9 13 15 16 18 18 23 9           

956 1009 960 1027 1081 1054 1034 1028 1016 1078 1041 907 828 853 782 784 795 773 766 715 751 751 ‐30% (327)    

11% 12% 11% 12% 12% 12% 12% 12% 12% 12% 12% 11% 10% 10% 9% 9% 9% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8%

       

       

520 581 543 535 526 500 470 444 479 510 501 488 420 453 455 422 494 461 496 457 427 420 (90)       

134 148 125 136 127 157 151 126 169 135 127 117 123 150 111 115 106 118 132 118 116 124 (11)       

130 135 140 141 156 151 147 138 141 151 147 146 146 141 145 136 149 140 139 131 111 88 (63)       

784 864 808 812 809 808 768 708 789 796 775 751 689 744 711 673 749 719 767 706 654 632 ‐21% (164)    

9% 10% 9% 9% 9% 9% 9% 8% 9% 9% 9% 9% 8% 9% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 7% 7%

       

       

290 276 260 276 277 294 286 263 280 264 236 183 196 251 265 205 199 250 271 265 297 305 41        

43 44 50 49 52 53 37 61 52 44 43 44 42 38 32 33 48 47 35 34 35 39 (5)         

50 54 55 56 56 57 61 55 55 46 47 53 44 50 52 54 59 59 56 58 28 17 (29)       

383 374 365 381 385 404 384 379 387 354 326 280 282 339 349 292 306 356 361 357 360 361 2% 7           

4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 5% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 3% 3% 4% 4% 3% 3% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4%

       

69 98 104 89 80 76 48 43 53 62 75 95 122 139 125 87 123 108 100 90 94 92 48% 30        

0.8% 1.1% 1.2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%

       

8628 8683 8547 8,727 8,817 8884 8746 8653 8741 8780 8699 8439 8521 8731 8641 8801 9000 9216 9339 9117 9035 8960 2% 180      

270 286 304 313 292 319 307 304 317 304 250 258 316 379 358 378 352 392 389 387 397 368 21% 64        

8358 8397 8243 8,414 8,525 8565 8439 8349 8437 8476 8449 8181 8205 8352 8283 8423 8648 8824 8950 8730 8592 8592 1% 116      

       

9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434 9434  9434  9434  9434 9434 9434

516 579 535 448 527 490 469 431 467 506 506 486 418 446 474 394 487 465 515 466 424 417 ‐18% (89)       

6% 7% 6% 5% 6% 6% 5% 5% 5% 6% 6% 6% 5% 5% 5% 4% 5% 5% 6% 5% 5% 5%

2014 2015
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